
IDS3336 – Artistic Expression 

Intercultural Communication & Identity & Artistic Expression 

 

Overview: 
Communication is the study of how people use symbols to express themselves. This week reviews 

the role culture plays in shaping expression through art, and we examine how to look at visual 

information to begin understanding its social and cultural meanings.  
 
You will be assigned to small groups of four or five with which you will be working throughout 

the semester. The topic for the assignment is to explore some aspect of one particular culture in art 

-- their history, culture, and experiences. You will research your topic, looking not only for textual 

information but also for visual and perhaps audio resources.  

 
Objectives: 

• Describe how people in different cultures communicate and its influence on identity, 

identity building and belonging. 

• Examine the insights of an African writer as she works to think, write and interact across 

cultures. 

• Describe ways that cultural differences can be expressed visually. 

• Participate and analyze specific examples of unfamiliar cultural expression. 

 

Module # 1 (March 15-19, 2021) 

Readings 

1. Read: Sayre, H. M. (2009). Using Visual Information: What to look for and how to 

Describe what you see” Chapter excerpt from Writing About Art (pp. 28-63). Writing 

about Art (6th ed.). Pearson Prentice Hall.  

2. Watch: Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi (2009). The Danger of a Single Story.  TED Talks. 

(https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story)  

3. Read: Goldbard, A. (2017, April 18). Culture and Art: Belonging as a cultural right. 

Othering and Belonging: Expanding the Circle of Human Concern. 

http://www.otheringandbelonging.org/belonging-cultural-right/  

Assignments 

1. Assignment # 1: Individual Discussion Board Assignment:  

The purpose of this discussion post is to share a dimension of your own cultural heritage 

or personal identity, a work of art that is especially meaningful to you. The possible topic 

or artifact is wide open. Please post a link to an example of artistic expression: painting, 

film, sculpture, music, dance, architecture, story, poetry—anything that is especially 

meaningful to your personal identity. Then describe for classmates who don’t share your 

background why this is so meaningful to you. Give as much cultural context or details 

about significance as possible, and include significance/meaning of symbols, colors, 

words, shapes, etc. Please review evaluation rubric for expectations and grading. 

 

2. Assignment # 2: Group submission assignment: 

http://www.otheringandbelonging.org/belonging-cultural-right/


Read: Goldbard, A. (2017, April 18). Culture and Art: Belonging as a cultural right. 

Othering and Belonging: Expanding the Circle of Human Concern. 

http://www.otheringandbelonging.org/belonging-cultural-right/  

o Provide a two-paragraph summary of what you (as a group) understood and 

learned from the article (write at least 10 sentences per paragraph). Please do not 

copy and paste the article abstract. You should be able to synthesize the most 

important points of what you understood from reading the study. 

o Answer: Based on the reading, HOW and WHY does Art/ Artistic 

Expression help protect, negotiate, and build cultural identity? What role do 

ethnic art and cultural projects play in a multicultural society? Why are 

these projects important for our communities/societies? Be concrete and 

specific. 

o Please review evaluation rubric for expectations and grading. 

o Submit the assignment as ONE single document to the corresponding assignment 

drop-box. ONLY ONE student in the group should submit the document. 

 

Module # 2 (March 22-26, 2021) 

Assignment # 1:  Group Video Introduction Exchange with Students in Spain & USA. 

• In groups, students will prepare a 2-3 video introducing themselves 

o What is your name? 

o Where are you from?  

o What is your major?  

o What is your dream? 

• Videos will be exchanged with students in Seville, Spain. Students from Seville will send 

their videos to our students. 

 

MODULE # 3 (March 29-April 2, 2021) 

Readings 

1. Read: Intercultural Communication. World Bank Brief on Intercultural Communication, 

CommGap. http://www.worldbank.org 

2. Read: Grass, K.  (2018, September 10). A Journey to Al-Andalus: Part II, The Cultural 

Crossroads of Seville. Daily Art Magazine. https://www.dailyartmagazine.com/a-

journey-to-al-andalus-part-ii-the-cultural-crossroads-of-seville/  
3. Visit Fundación Tres Culturas: http://tresculturas.org/en/the-foundation/  

 

Assignments  

1. Complete Fundación Tres Culturas virtual tour: http://tresculturas.org/en/the-

foundation/hd-virtual-tour/ 

2. GROUP Assignment - Your assignment should be an in-depth reflection in connection 

with this week’s readings and virtual tour. Please make specific connections in your 

submission. Please review evaluation rubric for expectations and grading. 

 

http://www.otheringandbelonging.org/belonging-cultural-right/
https://www.dailyartmagazine.com/a-journey-to-al-andalus-part-ii-the-cultural-crossroads-of-seville/
https://www.dailyartmagazine.com/a-journey-to-al-andalus-part-ii-the-cultural-crossroads-of-seville/
http://tresculturas.org/en/the-foundation/
http://tresculturas.org/en/the-foundation/hd-virtual-tour/
http://tresculturas.org/en/the-foundation/hd-virtual-tour/


Instructions 

Academic dialogue between arts and design, cultural identity and politics. It is evident 

that artists/designers often use different visual artefacts and representations (e.g., image, 

symbol, object) to express ideas, inner feelings, past experiences and worldviews. In 

other words, the creative arts can be used as a form of expression and communication.  

In summary, it is reasonable to suggest that art and design play a very important role in 

shaping and fostering the socio-cultural values of a society. In order to understand the inner 

feeling, outward manifestation, and personal experience of ethnic minorities, scholars have 

used art and design as a vehicle to examine and illuminate different issues related to ethnic 

identity, cultural diversity, and transcultural values. 

Tres Culturas statement: “Promoting dialogue, peace and coexistence among peoples of 

the Mediterranean is the guiding principle that guides the activities of this Foundation.” 

1) What cultural expressions are being promoted through Tres Culturas project? 

Why is the presence of Tres Cultural essential in Seville, Spain? 

2) How does Tres Culturas project use different art forms and designs to express 

themselves and connect with others?  

3) How does Tres Culturas help (re)construct and (re)define their identity in Spain?  

4) Are there any connections and similarities among the visual arts and designs 

between Seville, Spain and Miami, USA? 

Please review evaluation rubric for expectations and grading. 

Submit- Answers to questions 1-5 above to corresponding discussion board. Each group 

submits only ONE entry on behalf of the group and add all participating group member 

names on the top of the submission. 

MODULE 4 (April 5-April 16, 2021) 

Final GROUP Project 

In groups, based on the last two weeks readings and assignments and virtual tour experience, 

explore an art project in your area that addressed a cultural expression. Using the art piece or 

project, you have chosen to analyze, create a 2-3-minute (maximum) documentary video in where 

you reflect on the Artistic Expression elements, perspectives, and topics we have covered 

throughout the class.  Please review evaluation rubric for expectations and grading. 

 

Instructions 

You may choose to focus on the story of a particular culture, or you may decide that you would 

like to present a broader project which considers the experiences of a larger group of people. 

Perhaps your group is interested in an immigrant group from a European, Asian, or Latin American 

country and the challenges they faced as they came to the United States and their reasons for 

emigrating. Perhaps you wish to focus on a Native American group or African American issue and 

a story from their perspective.  

 



You may make a narrative piece or a documentary. The only RULES are that it must be an 

academically well-done. 

 

Some questions to consider for your analysis:  

• Can you identify any cultural symbols?  
• What, if any, political inclusions can you find? Why do you think they are included? 
• Is there a list of contributors or are the elements of the project (rooms or buildings) named 

after donors?  
• Apply the information in your text and previous weeks content to a study of the function 

of space, materials, light, color, content, location, etc. and reflect on the artistic expression 

value 

• What cultural expressions are being promoted through the project you chose? Why? 

• How does the chosen project use different art forms and designs to express 

themselves and connect with others?  

• How does the project help (re)construct and (re)define their identity?  

• What role does the project play in your city/location?  

Things to consider: 

• Don't hesitate to seek assistance from classmates, professor, university resource and 

support center at https://fiuhelp.force.com/canvas/s/categories-student, or FIU Online 

support center at https://online.fiu.edu/student/index.php  

• Take this project academically. 

• Carefully thought out editing is essential! Consider pacing, transitions, types of shots, etc. 

• Create professional / appropriate titles and credits on your final master. 

• Consider transitional slides. 

Please review evaluation rubric for expectations and grading. 

Submit - Your group final video to corresponding discussion board. Each group submits only 

ONE entry (link to video or video) on behalf of the group and add all participating group member 

names on the top of the submission. 

Final Note - This final represents the culmination of a semester's exploration in artistic expression. 

We have worked with many different topics in connection with artistic expression. This is your 

opportunity to create something worthy, a short video that is stunning, thoughtful, exciting! Our 

overall goal is that each group creates a video that is synthesis of the content covered and topics 

addressed throughout the semester. 

https://fiuhelp.force.com/canvas/s/categories-student
https://online.fiu.edu/student/index.php

