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Course Description and Purpose  
Why should you be interested in this course?  
If you have ever wanted to explore that part of the world where colonialism has left its distinct 
stamp, where one king is giving his subjects democracy by decree, an erstwhile Hindu kingdom 
is taking baby steps towards democracy and secularism, still another country is dealing with the 
looming problem of climate refugees and most significantly where two countries with nuclear 
arms have been in a border dispute for more than half a century, then this course is for you. 
This course will give students a broad and comprehensive introduction to the South Asia with 
its eight developing nations; Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka. While this course will look at the region against the historical background of 
British imperialism its major focus will be on India, a regional hegemon and its impact on the 
geopolitics of the region. It will explore inter-state relations, the history of conflict between 
India and Pakistan, ethnic strife (Sri Lanka) nascent democracy (Bhutan, Nepal), non- 
conventional security issues including questions of environmental security posed by the sharing 
of international waters (Bangladesh), and climate change (Maldives). This course will analyze 
alternate explanations for the myriad problems dogging the region. This will give students a 
flavor of the region and convey important concepts about the region and its place in the global 
theatre. This course has been redesigned for Spring 2021 to incorporate popular media from 
the subcontinent - films and documentaries to supplement the traditional mode of instruction.  



 
 
This class counts towards FIU’s 
Asian Studies Certificate (http://asian.fiu.edu/undergraduate/undergraduate- certificate-
programs/asian-studies/) and  
South and Southeast Asian Area Studies Certificate 
(http://asian.fiu.edu/undergraduate/undergraduate-certificate-programs/south-and-southeast-
asia-area-studies/) 
Course Objectives 
Students completing this course will be able to:  
Identify the nations, major cities, water bodies, and landforms of South Asia. 
Discuss the impact of geography on the history of South Asia. 
Review the common colonial legacy and concepts in International Relations relevant to the 
politics of South Asia. 
Understand the complexity of international politics and foreign policy concerns among South 
Asian states and their relations with world powers. 
Explain the impact of transnational issues on South Asia and its role in the new global world 
order. 
Evaluate the nuances of political decision-making in the South Asian context, present policy 
solutions in response to potentially real-life conflict scenarios in South Asia. 
Develop specific research skills in areas of international politics and South Asian area studies.  
Use college-level research and writing skills when formulating complex arguments.   
 
Learning Goals  
How will this course enhance your general awareness? This being a 3000 level course, students 
will develop the ability to: 
Apply basic concepts of economic development, social movements, democratic politics and 
political economy learned in other courses to South Asia. 
Understand contemporary global forces that shaped South Asia, with a special focus on the role 
of colonialism and the effects of partition. 
Realize the unique geo-strategic issues of the region. 
Understand the ethno-religious makeup of the region and recognize when ethno-religious 
cleavages can become politically salient. 
Understand South Asia in the context of its relationship with great and emerging powers. 

http://asian.fiu.edu/undergraduate/undergraduate-certificate-programs/south-and-southeast-asia-area-studies/
http://asian.fiu.edu/undergraduate/undergraduate-certificate-programs/south-and-southeast-asia-area-studies/


Develop familiarity with the major current events in the region and have the ability to speak 
extemporaneously and cogently on these themes. 
Have a virtual understanding of the region based on the popular media of the region. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
What will you get out of this course? 
In attaining the above-mentioned objectives, students will develop the following skills: 
1. Global Awareness - be intellectually curious and think critically about issues, specific to the 
one of the world’s most populous and geo strategic regions - the Indian peninsula. Geo quizzes 
and the exams will assess students’ knowledge of the geography and outstanding geopolitical 
issues of the region. 
2. Inquiry-based understanding of Global Perspectives will be achieved by synthesizing diverse 
thoughts, form an informed opinion and express this opinion through graded online discussion 
posts. 
3. Global Engagement – get introduced to different countries in “Country Overview” section of 
each topic, watch films from the region (with English subtitles) and develop an awareness of 
diverse cultures which is critical in their development as informed citizens of the world. They 
will also be exposed to South Asia in South Florida through a co-curricular exercise.  
4. Civic Engagement: By studying in depth a world region beyond the United States, students 
will develop a positive approach towards cultural differences which is critical in their 
development as informed citizens of the world. 
5. Moral Reasoning (Ethics) while watching the film Gandhi which will help develop an 
understanding of satyagraha - Sanskrit word for “moral force” as against armed force in the 
liberation movement against British colonialism. 
6. Close reading of different types of texts; books, journal articles and contemporary newspaper 
articles. 
7. Information literacy skills - develop writing skills, craft effective discussion posts that 
demonstrate a clear thesis and sound structure including the ability to navigate and find 
reliable sources in a variety of different databases/sources available through the FIU Library.   
 
 
Important Information  
Before starting this course, please review the following pages:  
Policies  
Technical Requirements and Skills  
Accessibility and Accommodation  
Panthers Care & Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS)  
Academic Misconduct Statement  
Course Awards  
 
Textbook  
No textbook required. The course content is dynamic, and is kept current with readings from 
contemporary journals and newspaper articles. All course material is available on Canvas course 
page. 



 

 
(http://lowcost.fiu.edu/)  
 
 
Recommended Readings  
Bose, Sujata & Ayesha Jalal, 2001. Modern South Asia. London: Oxford University Press. 
Click here for a pdf copy of the book. 
Devotta, Neil. An Introduction to South Asian Politics. NY: Routledge, 2015 
Ganguly, S. 2012 India's Foreign Policy: Retrospect and Prospect. London: Oxford University 
Press.  
Hagerty, Devin T. 2005. South Asia in World Politics. NY: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers.  
Hardgrave, Robert. L & Kochanek, Stanley A. 2000. India: Government and Politics in a 
Developing Nation. Orlando, FL: Harcourt & Brace Publishers. 
Hewitt, Vernon M. 1997. The International Politics of South Asia. 
New York, Manchester Univ. Press. 
Chiawei O’ Hearn, Claudine (ed.) 2001. Half + Half : Writers on growing up Biracial and 
Bicultural. Tharoor, Shashi. 1997. India: From Midnight to the Millennium. New York: Arcade 
Publishing.  
 
Think tanks covering South Asia  
Afghanistan 
Afghanistan Justice Organization (AJO) 
http://www.afghanjustice.org 
Bangladesh 
Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) 
http://www.biiss.org/ 
Bangladesh Institute of Peace and Security Studies (BIPSS) 
www.bipss.org.bd 
Bhutan 
Centre for Bhutan Studies (CBS) 
http://www.bhutanstudies.org.bt/ 
India 
Centre for Development and Peace Studies (CDPS) 
http://cdpsindia.org 
Centre for Policy Research. 
https://www.cprindia.org 
http://www.cdpsindia.org/ 
Nepal 
http://www.csas.org.np 

http://lowcost.fiu.edu/
https://hostnezt.com/cssfiles/pakistanaffairs/Modern%20South%20Asia%20History,%20Culture%20and%20Political%20Economy%20By%20Sugata%20Bose%20&%20Ayesha%20Jalal.pdf
https://hostnezt.com/cssfiles/pakistanaffairs/Modern%20South%20Asia%20History,%20Culture%20and%20Political%20Economy%20By%20Sugata%20Bose%20&%20Ayesha%20Jalal.pdf
http://www.afghanjustice.org/
http://www.biiss.org/
http://www.bipss.org.bd/
http://www.bhutanstudies.org.bt/
http://cdpsindia.org/
http://www.cdpsindia.org/
http://www.csas.org.np/


Pakistan 
https://www.piia.org.pk 
Sri Lanka 
http://https://www.lki.lk/ 
Regional Centre for Strategic Studies (RCSS) 
https://rcss.org/ 
 
Social Media & Media 
To enhance the quality of submissions it is a good idea to follow current events and the news 
related to developments in South Asian politics. The best sources for staying informed about 
current issues in South Asia are @AFPSouthAsia @SAMonitor @BBCNewsAsia, @NicolaCareem, 
@IndiaToday @JulieMcCarthyJM 
 
Social Media is increasingly becoming an important learning tool for students of South Politics. 
Students are encouraged to read articles/ blog posts on Reddit and possibly contribute.  
https://www.reddit.com/r/SouthAsia/ 
 
Students are expected to monitor and read the following newspaper and magazine websites. 
South Asia South Asia 
South Asia Monitor  (Links to an external site.) 
 (Links to an external site.)India 
The Hindu (Links to an external site.) 
The Indian Express (Links to an external site.) 
India Today (Links to an external site.) 
Pakistan  
Dawn (Links to an external site.) 
The Express Tribune (Links to an external site.) 
 (Links to an external site.)Pakistan Today (Links to an external site.) 
Bangladesh 
Daily Dhaka Times (Links to an external site.) 
Dhaka Tribune 
Sri Lanka 
Ceylon Today 
https://ceylontoday.lk 
The Island 
https://island.lk 
 
Course Communication 
If you have a course related query non-urgent in nature, please use the message feature of 
Canvas -Inbox. I try to respond to messages promptly, within 24 hours (sometimes, even over 
weekends).  
Important: If you have any technical issues during this course, please contact FIU Online 
Support Service (Links to an external site.). This will also help document any issues. Keep in 

https://www.piia.org.pk/
https://www.lki.lk/
https://rcss.org/
https://twitter.com/SAMonitor
https://twitter.com/IndiaToday
https://www.reddit.com/r/SouthAsia/
https://www.reddit.com/r/SouthAsia/
https://www.reddit.com/r/SouthAsia/
http://www.thehindu.com/
http://indianexpress.com/
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/
https://www.dawn.com/
http://tribune.com.pk/
http://tribune.com.pk/
https://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/
https://dailydhakatimes.com/
https://www.dhakatribune.com/
https://ceylontoday.lk/
https://island.lk/
https://lmshelp.fiu.edu/#supportcenter
https://lmshelp.fiu.edu/#supportcenter


mind, Canvas maintains a log of student activity in the course and of any phone calls made, to 
the support staff at FIU Online. 
 
Proctored Exam Policy  
There are no proctored exams for this course.  
 
Expectations  
Most students at FIU have a job. Please understand, that is the norm and do not expect any 
preferential treatment on account of your work status or other commitments. It is presumed 
that the students who registered for the course did so keeping in mind their personal 
commitments and the requirements of the course.  
 
Students are expected to:  

1. Read the syllabus.   

2. Take the syllabus quiz.   
3. Follow the course calendar and mark important submission dates on their phone calendar 

and meet all the deadlines.   
4. Introduce themselves to the class by posting a self-introduction on the Home Page. 
5. Submit assignments by the corresponding deadline to the respective assignment modules on 
Canvas.  
 
The instructor will:  
1. Respond to emails within 24 hrs. 
2. Grade assignments within 10 business days of the submission deadline. 
3. Not grade assignments submitted through email or Canvas Inbox. 
 
Additional Course Policies 
Please check the last day to add courses, drop courses or withdraw from the University without 
incurring financial liability. https://calendar.fiu.edu/index.php/academic-calendar/ 
All times and deadlines are given in United States Eastern Standard Time (EST). 
No incompletes are given. 
If the instructor is unable to open an attachment, it must be resubmitted within 48 hours. 
Always check the uploaded attachment is correct. After the deadline passes, the content 
submitted will be used for grading. 
No make-up allowed as all assignments are available for a week. Set reminders on your phone 
for all deadlines and turn in the work on time. The course will not be customized for anyone. 
 
Late submission Policy  
Medical emergencies generally don’t count as excuses for not submitting assignments, taking 
exams, as assessments are open for more than a day, therefore students have much leeway in 
deciding when to take the assessment or submit the assignment. The only exception would be a 
truly grave medical emergency/accident. In such case, check the requirements for 
documentation with the instructor. 
The instructor reserves the right to modify this syllabus for clarity, should the need arise. 

https://calendar.fiu.edu/index.php/academic-calendar/


The issues we will be exploring in this course are often contentious and there are no right or 
wrong answers, per se. That being said, there are good and bad arguments. You may hold any 
opinion you wish, but your arguments must be logically sound and supported by the available 
evidence. 
 
 
Grade Policy 

Letter  Range (%)  Letter  Range (%)  Letter  Range (%)  

A  93 - 100  B  84 - 86  C  71 - 74  

A-  91 - 92  B-  81 - 83  D  60 - 70  

B+  87 - 90  C+  75 - 80  F  59 or less  

      

 

Course Requirements  Weight  

Profile  1 

Movie Quiz (3)  21 

Discussion Post 3 
 
Co-curricular Report 

15 
 
15 

Geo Quiz (1)  
7 
 

Documentary Quiz- PlayPosit Quiz 3 9 

Exam (2)  30 

Post VSA Student Reflection Blog 
TOTAL  

3 
100 

SPOTS survey screenshot   1 

 
Details of the Course Requirements 
Please note some of the topics in this course span 2 weeks and some 1 week. 
 
Non Graded Exercises 
Practice Quiz  
Take the Practice Quiz to ensure that your computer is compatible with Canvas. In order to 
mitigate any issues with your computer and online assessments, it is very important that you 
take the "Practice Quiz" from each computer you will be using to take your graded quizzes and 
exams. It is your responsibility to make sure your computer meets the minimum hardware 
requirements.  
Practice Geo Quiz  
There is a fun (IMO) geo quiz available. Take it to familiarize yourself with the Geo Quiz format. 



Practice Exam 
You may prepare yourself for the Exam 1 & 2 by taking the Practice Exams.  
 
Graded Assignments 
Profile/Home Page 
Introduce yourself to the class during the first week by posting a self-introduction. Be sure to 
post a picture.  
 
Movie Quiz: There are 3 movie quiz in this course.  One attempt at the Movie Quiz. 
Gandhi Quiz: Watch the movie Gandhi and take the Movie Quiz. 
Hotel Mumbai: Watch the movie Hotel Mumbai and take the Movie Quiz 
The Kite Runner: Watch the movie The Kite Runner and take the Movie Quiz. 
 
 
Geo Quiz: There is 1 Geo Quiz in this course. One attempt at the Geo Quiz. The questions for 
this quiz are drawn from the PPT. 
 
Movie Review (Playposit): 
There are 3 documentary based quiz. Playposit will be used for these short quizzes. 
 
Movie Discussion Post:  
Every module lists a documentary on the country of the week/s. Students will attempt any 3 
out of 6 discussion topics. Details on Canvas page.  
 
Exams:  
There are 2 Exams in this course. Each exam has 50 multiple choice, 10 true and false and 5 
matching questions, drawn from a database of more than 200 questions, to be completed in 65 
minutes. These questions are based on the PPT readings and some prior knowledge. You will 
have multiple attempts at each exam. Scheduled exams are taken online and must be 
completed during their respective window of availability.  Students will be able to see the 
grade/review their exams & quizzes after the availability/late submission period of the exam or 
quiz has ended.  
 
Co-Curricular Activity - South Asia in South Florida: 
Students will be required to experience a South Florida based, South Asia connected co-
curricular activity. This may include - visit to a Hindu, Buddhist temple or a local Mosque, 
attending a Indian/Pakistani/Sri Lankan Nepali festival – Holi, Diwali celebration,  attend a book 
launch or lecture on a South Asian topic, a live concert or dance performance, go to an art 
gallery opening, visit a museum, a traveling exhibition from South Asia, watch a movie in the 
theatre, interview a person born and raised in South Asia. Eating at a South Asian restaurant 
does qualify for this activity.  If the activity is not listed here, or if you are in doubt, check with 
me to see if it counts. To get full credit for this assignment you must produce evidence of your 
experience, e.g. a receipt, ticket stub, or photograph of yourself there. The instructor will 
inform students about local activities for this assignment to students on a regular basis—the 



choice is the student’s what in particular they would like to undertake. Whichever co-curricular 
activity is undertaken, a 450 - 500 words (not a hard limit) report is required to be written by 
the student describing their co-curricular experience (summary), how they feel about it 
(personal opinion), and how it relates to this class (academic relevance). Submission is due 
within one week of attending the co-curricular event  through a Turnitin Dropbox. Check for the 
last due date on syllabus. Format: Normal margins, 12 pt. Times New Roman (or Palatino 
Linotype) font, double spacing, no extra spaces between paragraphs. 
Citations: Be sure to supplement your paper with a quote from a South Asian personality, text 
from the region (details on Canvas page).  
Citation Style: Choose any citation style - MLA, APA, or Chicago, or Turabian—but be consistent. 
Final Report: The co-curricular activity paper is due through the Turnitin dropbox on the 
Modules section of Canvas. It will be checked against scholarly outlets, other reviews available 
on www and also compared to your peers in this class. This is an individual assignment and all 
work has to be original and it cannot be identical or similar to another student’s submitted 
paper. 
 
 

COURSE CALENDAR  

 
Date /Topic/Description 
  

Activities/ 
Assignments 

Week 1 & 2 (Week of Jan 11, 19) 
Welcome to INR 3227 
Syllabus & Course Overview  
Introductions 
Module 1 
 
Module 1 will discuss the historical geography of South Asia, and the 
process by which state boundaries have been established, contested, 
and reconstructed. Borders in South Asia have been a source of war and 
conflict, to this day. 
1. South Asia - Overview  
Reading: Merchant, Minhaz “How India can lead the South Asian 
Century” Economic Times, April 11, 2012  
 
Popular Media Film: Gandhi  
 
Discussion Post Movie: Article 15 
Additional Recommended Viewing 

Popular Media Film: Lage Raho Munnabhai  
 

Read the Syllabus 
Take the Practice 
Quiz (optional) 
Set up your 
Homepage. 
 
Watch the movie 
Gandhi,  take the 
Movie Quiz. Due 
Week of Jan 21 
 
Discussion Post on 
Article 15. Due Jan 19 



Module 2  
Module 2 will explore some of the world’s most important and unresolved 
bilateral conflicts. The knotty issue of Kashmir which has been the source 
of three wars between nuclear armed foes India and Pakistan. 
Week 3 & 4 (Week of Jan 25, Feb 1) 
Country Overview: India 
Geopolitical Issue 
India & Pakistan: The Thorny Issue of Kashmir  
Required Readings:  
Bengali, S. India and Pakistan are clashing again over Kashmir. Here's 
what you need to know. LA Times, 2016. 
Why Modi’s Kashmir Move Could Spark More Conflict  
 https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/08/06/why-modis-kashmir-move-could-
spark-more-conflict/ August 2019 
Blank, Jonah. India Just Put Democracy at Risk Across South Asia, Aug 8, 
2019  
 
Video: Kashmir The Story | Full Documentary on The History & Timelines 
of Kashmir Valley 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6SuNPI6Y6K8&t=58s (PlayPosit) 
 
Kashmir conflict explained: What do India and Pakistan want? | DW 
News 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d1iaB2bnJy8&feature=youtu.be 
(PP) 
Film: Hotel Mumbai 
Additional Recommended Viewing 
Popular Media Film: Veer Zaara 
 

Take the Practice 
Geo Quiz (optional) 
Take the Geo Quiz 
Due week of Jan 31 
  
 
 
 
Take the PlayPosit 
Quiz on Kashmir the 
Story due Jan 31 
 

 
 
 

Module 3 
Module 3 will survey the injection of nuclear weapons into an already fraught 
relationship between India and Pakistan; how this seminal event of acquisition of 
nuclear weapons alarmed the world and changed the dynamics of how these two 
countries were to operate and be treated in international relations.  
 
Week 5 & 6: (Week of Feb 8, 16) 
1.Country Overview: Pakistan 
2. Geopolitical Issue - Pakistan & India: Nuclear Tensions  
Required Readings:  

Hotel 
Mumbai 
Quiz. Due 
Feb 15 
 
Discussion 
Post Bajrangi 
Bhaijaan 
Due Feb Feb 
21  

https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/08/06/why-modis-kashmir-move-could-spark-more-conflict/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/08/06/why-modis-kashmir-move-could-spark-more-conflict/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6SuNPI6Y6K8&t=58s


Narang, V. “Posturing for Peace: Pakistan’s Nuclear Postures and South Asian 
Stability,” International Security 34, no. 3 (Winter 2009/10): 74  
 
Roblin, Sebastien. “Forget North Korea: This Is the Nuclear Hotspot No One is 
Talking About.” National Interest, November 14, 2019 
 
Movie Quiz: Hotel Mumbai 
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/forget-north-korea-nuclear-hotspot-no-
one-talking-about-96361 
Discussion Post Movie: Bajrangi Bhaijaan 
 
  
Module 4 
Module 4 surveys the constitutional development in Nepal which saw the  
transition of the only Hindu Monarchy in 20th century  into a secular republic with 
its ongoing debate on secularism. 
Week 7 (Week of Feb 22)  
 
1. Country Overview Nepal 
2. Geopolitical Issue - Secularism in Nepal 
Required Readings: 

Khanal, Rabindra “Secularism in Nepal:  An Assessment of Future Challenges” in 
Pandey & Delinic (ed.) Nepal's National Interests - II Secularism, Free and 
Responsible Media and Foreign Employment. KAS Publishing, 2013. pp. 1-10  
Gill, P. 11 Years on, Has Nepal’s Republic Succeeded? The Diplomat, June 14, 
2019 
https://thediplomat.com/2019/06/11-years-on-has-nepals-republic-succeeded/ 
 
Recommended Viewing 
The Sari Soldiers 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpGmHQUYxYo 
 

Exam 
available 
from Feb 22- 
Feb 28. 
 

Module 5 
Afghanistan has been crucial to US’s  foreign policy. After more than two decades 
of war this it is clear that this is a conflictual relationship and there is no end to 
this war which is now in its 20th year. This module analyzes Afghanistan’s future. 
 
Week 9, 10: (March 1, 8)  
Country Overview Future of Afghanistan  
Geopolitical Issue - Afghanistan’s Future? 
Required Readings:  
Hashimy, Fahim “What does the future hold for Afghanistan?” 16 March 2016  
 

Co Curricular 
Activity: 
South Asia in 
South 
Florida, 
Report Due 
 
 
Quiz on Kite 
Runner 

https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/forget-north-korea-nuclear-hotspot-no-one-talking-about-96361
https://nationalinterest.org/blog/buzz/forget-north-korea-nuclear-hotspot-no-one-talking-about-96361
https://thediplomat.com/2019/06/11-years-on-has-nepals-republic-succeeded/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpGmHQUYxYo


Film: The Kite Runner  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HlQoAkyBtSM 
Osama 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mpFJJd3ZNPo 
An Apple from Paradise 
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6271874/  

Due Feb 
March 7 
 
Discussion on 
Osama 
Due March 
 14 

 
Module 6 
Module 6 explores the implications of high population density, widespread 
poverty and the added burden of millions of Rohingya refugees flooding in from 
Myanmar into resource poor Bangladesh as Bangladesh resettles these refugees 
and relives it’s past. 
 
Week 11, 12: (Week of March 15, 22) 
Country Overview: Bangladesh 
Geopolitical Issue – Rohingya Refugee Crisis 
Required Readings: The Rohingya’s Right of No Return 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/24/opinion/rohingya-refugees-myanmar-
return-bangladesh.html 
As Bangladesh hosts over a million Rohingya refugees, a scholar explains what 
motivated the country to open up its borders 
https://theconversation.com/as-bangladesh-hosts-over-a-million-rohingya-
refugees-a-scholar-explains-what-motivated-the-country-to-open-up-its-
borders-133609 
Video:  
Bangladesh: Indo-Pakistani War of 1971 Documentary | Bangladesh freedom. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kz3dQdnEdzU&feature=youtu.be 
Rohingya Documentary: ‘A boy with no name for a people with no identity’ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-TezCbjmruM 
 

Quiz on 
Indo-
Pakistani War 
of 1971 
(Playposit) 
due March 21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion 
Post on 
Rohingya 
Crisis Due 
March 28 

Module 7 

Module 7 analyses the impact of the Sri Lankan Civil War and its aftermath, 
almost a decade later. 
Week 13: (Week of March 29) 
Country Overview: Sri Lanka 
Geopolitical Issue - The Unresolved Issue of Tamil Eelam. 
Required Readings:  

Nalapat, M.D. “Defeating Terrorism - Why the Tamil Tigers Lost Eelam...And How 
Sri Lanka Won the War” JINSA, March 11, 2011  

Discussion 
Post on 
Kannathil 
Muttamittal 
Due April 4  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HlQoAkyBtSM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mpFJJd3ZNPo
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6271874/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/24/opinion/rohingya-refugees-myanmar-return-bangladesh.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/09/24/opinion/rohingya-refugees-myanmar-return-bangladesh.html
https://theconversation.com/as-bangladesh-hosts-over-a-million-rohingya-refugees-a-scholar-explains-what-motivated-the-country-to-open-up-its-borders-133609
https://theconversation.com/as-bangladesh-hosts-over-a-million-rohingya-refugees-a-scholar-explains-what-motivated-the-country-to-open-up-its-borders-133609
https://theconversation.com/as-bangladesh-hosts-over-a-million-rohingya-refugees-a-scholar-explains-what-motivated-the-country-to-open-up-its-borders-133609
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kz3dQdnEdzU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-TezCbjmruM


Ganguly, S. & Devotta, N. “Sri Lanka's Post-Civil War Problems.” Current History, 
April 2019. 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/331993077_Sri_Lanka's_Post-
Civil_War_Problems 

Movie: Kannathil Muthamittal 

https://einthusan.ca/movie/watch/0068/?lang=tamil 

Recommended Viewing 

Popular Media Film: Dil Se 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Module 8 
Module 8 explores Bhutan, a hereditary monarchy, birthplace of Gross National 
Happiness with its unique experiment in democratization through the King’s 
diktat. 
 
Week 14: (Week of April 5) 
Country Overview: Bhutan  
Geopolitical Issue: Democratization by Decree  
Required Readings: Muni, S D “Bhutan's Deferential  
Democracy” Journal of Democracy, 25 no.  
2: 158-163  
 
Video: Bhutan – change comes to the Himalayan "Happy Kingdom 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oki0kftEm-Y 
Popular Media Film -  Lunana: A Yak In The Classroom 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nZqpBCjVrY 

Quiz on 
Bhutan: 
Happy 
Kingdom 
(PlayPosit) 
 
 
Discussion 
Post on  
A Yak in the 
Classroom 

 

Module 9 
Module 9 surveys the impact of rising sea level on security issues on Maldives and 
prospect of the entire population of a nation as climate refugees. 
Week 15: (Week of April 12) 
Country Overview: Maldives   
Geopolitical Issue – Maldives, A Disappearing Nation 

Required Readings: Collado, Ramon E. “Vanishing Island Nations: The Case for 
the Maldives” January 5, 2016 

Recommended Viewing 
Climate change causes Islands to disappear 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1cdCUZNh04 
 

Post VSA 
Student 
Reflection 
Blog Due 
April 18 
 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/331993077_Sri_Lanka's_Post-Civil_War_Problems
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/331993077_Sri_Lanka's_Post-Civil_War_Problems
https://einthusan.ca/movie/watch/0068/?lang=tamil
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oki0kftEm-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5nZqpBCjVrY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N1cdCUZNh04


Week 16: (April 19 -24) 
Exam Week 

Exam 2 on 
Module 5-9 

 


