
ITA1130 – Italian I 

Fall 2021 

 

 

Instructor: Prof. Magda Novelli Pearson - pearsonm@fiu.edu 

Class sessions: Tuesday and Thursday 9:30am-10:45am  via ZOOM  

Office Hours: Tu and TH 3:30pm-5:30pm by appointment via Zoom  

Course Material: New Italian Espresso Textbook 9788861825116    Alma publisher  

New Italian Espresso Workbook  9788861825123  Alma publisher (online edition).  

Tha same textbook will be used for Italian 2…It’s a good investment.  

       

 

Why you should REALLY care about Italian: 

mailto:pearsonm@fiu.edu


Studying a foreign language is enough in itself, studying Italian is the best choice you can make. 

Knowing Italian is greatly beneficial in several career fields. Italy is a world leader in the culinary 

arts, interior design, fashion, graphic design, furniture design, machine tool manufacturing, 

robotics, electromechanical machinery, shipbuilding, space engineering, construction machinery, 

and transportation equipment. According to UNESCO (the cultural and educational agency for 

the United Nations), the most of the world’s cultural heritage sites are in Italy. 

Italy is one of the top economies in the world, and many employers are seeking people who speak 

both Italian and English. An estimated 7,500 American companies do business with Italy and more 

than 1,000 U.S. firms have offices in Italy, including Chrysler, IBM, General Electric, Motorola, and 

Citibank. Many Italian firms have offices in the U.S. 

You can travel in Italy (please avoid the intense “see all in 6 days” tours) and be able to 

communicate with natives without the help of a translator: sometimes also in Italy gestures are 

NOT enough ☺ 

In one of the hundreds Italian restaurants in Miami you can impress your date and order Italian 

food with a perfect pronunciation.  

Italian is one (the one??? ☺) of the most beautiful spoken language on this planet!  

Do you need more reasons? Just surf the web! 

 

How will this course help you to succeed? 

The most popular subjects taught in the very first Universities in Europe (University of Bologna in 

Italy is dated 1088) were among the liberal arts: grammar, rhetoric and dialectic. To know how 

to speak properly was considered an ART, to know how to speak more than one or two languages 

today is consider a mark of good education and it is extremely beneficial for your job search. This 

course will help you to acquire the fundamental content of the Italian language and, at the same 

time, to acquire a language learning strategy. You will learn that learning a language and its 

culture goes together, you cannot do one without the other one.  You will become more 

international without leaving the classroom, you will become more open-minded and, if you 

decide to continue to study Italian after the language requirements, you will probably end up 

with friendships that will last forever. In order to help you achieve these goals, this course has 

VSA (Virtual Study Abroad) elements included. This virtual journey will bring you to explore the 

beautiful, mostly unknown to the general tourist, Italian small villages that represent the true 

essence of Italy. You will explore the unique history of some of these villages along with their 

traditions, culinary dishes and artisan artifacts. You will have the opportunity to encounter fist 

hand Italian culture via two synchronous meetings (40 minutes each) with my Italian friends that 

work in the hospitality business back in Italy: 

1) One chef that will present dishes from her regions. The dish is a typical “primo piatto” (pasta 

dish) from Umbria region: pasta alla norcina. One of the main ingredients of this recipe is 



tartufo (truffle). Truffle are true gourmet delicacy and they are quite expensive. In Italy you 

can find them only in Umbria (black truffle) and Piemonte (white truffle). Truffles grow 

undergrounds in the forest and you need a truffle dog to find them. In Umbria there are 

families that breed those dogs and for generations they pass on this tradition. The day of the 

meeting students will be able to interview one of these breeders that will explain them how 

important is for a local economy to keep up with this business.  

2) One tour guide that will tour them in a typical Italian piazza and its mercato (open air market). 

Open air markets are an ancient Italian tradition: The mercati feature products for all budgets, 

from affordable consumables to high-quality designer items. Bargaining is acceptable though 

not as common as it was in the past, with the newer generations of customers being more 

used to posted prices. Even though supermarkets have become the main source of supplies, 

the mercati remain popular in Italy. One reason for their appeal is the reliable quality and 

competitive prices of their fresh produce. Italians are very demanding when it comes to food 

and select vendors based on an expectation of high quality and fair value. The students will 

witness live how Italians do their grocery shopping choosing and bargain the best possible 

products. The importance of fresh fruit and vegetables in the Italian table because you are 

what you eat! 

 

 

   

 

How will YOU succeed in this course? 

Participate: You are expected to participate actively in this course and try to speak Italian 

regardless of any mistakes you may do in the process. Do not shortchange your peers and 

yourself by coming to class unprepared or sit quietly during class discussions. Regular attendance 

is mandatory.  

Communicate: Help me help you. You should let me know which content, activity or material is 

challenging to you, if any, to better tailor our activities to help you learn. Do not wait the end of 

the semester to do so…it is always too late.  

Take risks: Do not be scared to speak Italian. Do not be scared to ask questions. Sometimes not 

only the “right” answers are correct! You will be rewarded for trying to speak the language 



regardless any mistakes you may make. Errors are to be expected and taken as a natural part of 

language learning. Classes will be taught in target language. 

Have fun: Laugh, joke and play in Italian…there will be also karaoke ;-) During each class, we will 

take breaks from the more “challenging” content.  

 

How will you and I evaluate your progress? 

Two Esami (30%) During the semester, you will take two exams to evaluate your progress.  
 
Final (15%) There will be a final exam on campus the last day of class. The final will be 
comprehensive.  
 
Homework including VSA activities (20%) All your assignments will be online.  

Participation, Attendance and VSA Final Video Project (35%) Regular attendance is mandatory. 

You may be absent from class 2 times with no penalties.  2 points will be deducted per absence 

from the final grade for all other absences also if you have justifications. Tardiness:  if you arrive 

late (10 minutes after the class starts) or leave early, it will count as 1 absence. Class participation 

will be judged based on quality and consistency of effort on daily basis. Attendance is NOT 

participation (Yep, It’s NOT! Don’t pretend you had not read this part at the end of the semester). 

Each student can ascertain the adequacy of his her participation by occasional discussion with 

the professor. 

Zoom Meetings Etiquette: 

.  Mute your microphone  

    To help keep background noise to a minimum, make sure you mute your microphone when 

you are not speaking. 

   . Be mindful of background noise 

    When your microphone is not muted, avoid activities that could create additional noise, such 

as shuffling papers. 

   . Position your camera properly and wear proper attire 

    During our class session is required you use a web camera. Please be sure it is in a stable 

position and focused at eye level, if possible. Doing so helps create a more direct sense of 

engagement with other participants. Please wear proper attire. 

    . Limit distractions 

    You can make it easier to focus on the meeting by turning off notifications, closing or 

minimizing running apps, and muting your smartphone.   



    . Avoid multi-tasking 

    You'll retain the discussion better if you refrain from replying to emails or text messages during 

the meeting and wait to work on that PowerPoint presentation until after the meeting ends.  

    . Prepare materials in advance 

    If you will be sharing content during the meeting, make sure you have the files and/or links 

ready to go before the meeting begins. 

 

 

Grading scales: 
 
A             95 - 100% 
A-           90 - 94% 
B+           87 - 89% 
B             83 - 86% 
B-            80 - 82% 
C+           77 - 79% 
C             70 - 76% 
D             60 - 69% 
F              59 - 0% 
 
 
Unless you are an undercover superhero who has to save the world, make sure that: 

1. Your cell phone is in your pocket and NOT on the desk in front of you or, even worse, in 

your hands; 

2. Your pc is actually “tuned” on Italian and you are not doing something else during our 

class time.   

3. Do not leave early and do not arrive late. It is very annoying and disrupting for the class.  

 

4. Unless you have been castaway in a desert island for one month, please refrain to eat 

during class session.  

 
 
Tentative Course Calendar: 
 
This below is an extremely basic calendar that summarize the course content we will go over 
this semester.  
 
 



 

DATE LESSONS  

WEEK 1, 2, 3, 4 and 
5  
 
VSA activities will 
start on Week 4 

Greetings (Saluti ed 
espressioni di 
cortesía); 
Vowels and sounds 
(alfabeto e suoni) 
Il genere e il 
numero dei nomi 
italiani e l’articolo 
determinativo. 
 
Gli aggettivi: 
genere e numero 
Verbo avere 
I possessive 
Talking about your 
daily activities 
 

 
 
Video Clips from YouTube 
 
Related activities 
 
I esame 
 
 
VSA: watch and discuss 3 videos from  
https://borghipiubelliditalia.it/en/the-
club/ 

 
 
WEEKs 6, 7, 8, 9 
and 10 
 
 

The infinitive of the 
verbs and present 
of regular and 
irregular verbs 
Talking about your 
daily activities 
The infinitive of the 
verbs and present 
of regular and 
irregular verbs 
Prepositions 
The partitive 
 
 
 

VSA: watch and discuss 3 videos from  
https://borghipiubelliditalia.it/en/the-
club/ 
Read and discuss 2 articles from Travel 
Magazine and NY Times 
  
1st synchronous meeting via Zoom 
with the Italian chef on Thursday 
September 4th.  
 
 
Video Clips from YouTube 
 
Related activities 
 
II esame 
 
 

Weeks 11, 12, 13 
and 14  
 

Inviting someone 
to do something 
Declining or 
accepting an 
invitation 

VSA: watch and discuss 2 videos from  
https://borghipiubelliditalia.it/en/the-
club/ 



The present perfect 
of regular verbs 
The present perfect 
of irregular verbs 
 
 
 

2nd synchronous meeting via Zoom at 
the Italian mercati on Tuesday 
October 27. 
On week 14 the final video project is 
due.  
 
Final Exam during the Finals week 

 
 
Early Alert 
In an effort to help you succeed in your academic courses, FIU utilizes an Early Alert system. 
Instructors are now able to notify students’ academic advisors if there are concerns about class 
performance. If an alert is submitted, your academic advisor will send you a message via your 
Student Dashboard (accessed via your MYFIU page) to discuss ways to improve your 
performance. Please respond to any communication you receive from your academic advisor 
about an early alert. Our goal with this program is to help you to be successful by identifying any 
issues as early on as possible and working to address them. 
  
 
Florida International University is a community dedicated to generating and imparting 

knowledge through excellent teaching and research, the rigorous and respectful exchange of 

ideas, and community service.  All students should respect the right of others to have an 

equitable opportunity to learn and honestly to demonstrate the quality of their learning.  

Therefore, all students are expected to adhere to a standard of academic conduct, which 

demonstrates respect for themselves, their fellow students, and the educational mission of the 

University.  All students are deemed by the University to understand that if they are found 

responsible for academic misconduct, they will be subject to the Academic Misconduct 

procedures and sanctions, as outlined in the Student Handbook.    

 

 
 
 

 

 


